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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR FIANCEES/FIANCES

The Initnigration and Nationality Act providesnonimmigrantvisa classificationK-i for aliensproceedingto the
United Statesto marry American citizens. The marriagemust be concluded within 90 days of their admission
into the United States. Following the marriage, the alien spouse must apply to the Immigration and
Naturalization ServiceINS to establisha recordof entry for conditional permanentresidencestatus. After two
years,the alien may apply to the Immigration Servicefor removalof the conditional status.

PETITION

To establish K-I visa classification for an intendedalien spouse,an American citizen must file a petition, Form
I-129F, with the Immigration and Naturalization Service Regional Service Centerhaving jurisdiction over the
place of the petitioners residencein the United States. Such petitions may not be adjudicatedabroad. Both
petitioner and beneficiarymust be legally ableand willing to conclude a valid marriagein the United States The
petitioner and beneficiarymust havepreviously met in personwithin the past 2 yearsunless the Attorney General
waives that requirement.The approvedpetition will be forwardedby INS to the AmericanConsularoffice where
the alien fianceewill apply for his or her visa. A petition is valid for a period of 4 months from the dateof INS
action, and may be revalidatedby the consularofficer.

MINOR CHILDREN

The minor children of a K-i beneficiaryderive uK2fl nonimimigrant visa status from the parentso long as the
chilthen are namedin the petition. A separatepetition is not required if the childrenaccompanyor follow the
alien fianceewithin one year from the date of issuanceof the K-! visa. Thereafter,a separateimmigrant visa
petition is required.

DOCUMENTATION

Upon receipt of an approvedpetition, the American consularofficer will notify the beneficiaryand give him or
her the necessaryforms and instructionsto apply for a "K’ visa. Since a fianceevisa applicant is anintending
immigrant, he or shemust meetmost of the samedocumentaryrequirementsof an immigrantvisa applicant. In
addition to the prescribedapplication forms and photographs,the following documentsare normally required:

* Valid Passport * Police Certificates * Evidenceof valid
* Birth Certificate from all placeslive4 relationshipwith the
* Divorce decreeor sinceage 16 petitioner

Death Certificateof * Medical Examination * Passportsand medical
any previous spouse * Evidenceof support examinationsfor any

accompanyingchildren

VISA ISSUANCE

As soon as the processingof a caseis completedand applicant has all necessarydocuments,a consularofficer
will interview the flancee to determineeligibility for a K visa. Applicants who have a communicabledisease,
or have a dangerousphysical or mental disorder; are dmg addicts; have committed serious criminal acts.
including crimes involving moral turpitude, drug trafficking, and prostitution; are likely to become a public
charge;haveusedfraud or other illegal meansto enterthe United States;or are ineligible for citizenship, must be
refuseda visa. The two-yearforeign residencerequirementfor former exchangevisitors is also applicable. If
necessary,the consularofficer will assistthe applicant in applying for a waiver of ineligibility from the Attorney
General. If found eligible, a visa will be issued gratis, valid for one entry during a period of 6 months.
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